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created forms here capitulated before the ideal of uni-
formity, the most speculative race who ever existed has
sought salvation in empiricism. This could not lead to a
good end.7* Keyserling also finds in Buddha's 'rationa-
lism* a destructive element, a lowering of the human
level of existence; his own School of Wisdom, estab-
lished at Darmstadt shortly after the last war, although
inspired by Buddhism and its search for truth, aims at crea-
tion, instead of annihilation. 'Buddha*, says Keyserling
elsewhere, 'used his understanding for the purpose of des-
troying the world. But it can be used as well for the
purpose of raising the world to a higher level. This is
what we are undertaking. The School of Wisdom is the
antipode to Buddhism/t

Keyserling's significance in this study lies, however,
not so much in his attitude towards Buddhism as in his
frequent and repeated attempts at reconciling what he
considered to be eastern and western philosophies and
ways of life. He has been called both an eastern pro-
pagandist and a defender of the West, a representative
of Pan-Germanism and the founder of a new interna*
tional religion. And in a manner of speaking he was
all that combined; elasticity of mind is a virtue in some
writers: in his case it was a deeply rooted intellectual vice.
His knowledge of both East and West was profound;
the use he made of this knowledge always led him into
ambiguities and loose thinking. In his attempts to be
thorough and precise, he more than once mistook dog-
matic generalizations for scientific truth. His f

* Trowd Dfaiy, London, 1925.   I, p. 173.   (Italics mi*e).
f TM Rec&my of Tndfc, p. 179.